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About this presentation

provides standards
for documentation, research, and writing for professional
genealogists

The standards provide a framework to guide our research
and how we present it

Purpose of this presentation: Review the standards to help
you:

Create a fact-based genealogy with

Adequate, valid documentation, and then be able to

Retrieve the documentation for another look, and/or
direct other researchers to that documentation



Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS)!

1. Research that is reasonably exhaustive (thorough)

2. Cite sources, completely and accurately
(provide a roadmap to those sources)

3 . Analyze and correlate what you found
(Is it sufficient to prove a point. Is it consistent or
are there conflicts?)

4. Resolve conflicting evidence (explain)

5. Summarize conclusions as needed

3.

! Board for Certification of Genealogists, “Ethics and Standards”,
(accessed 21 Oct 2022)


https://bcgcertification.org/ethics-standards/

Genealogy Research Process

Visualization of Concepts from The Board for Certification of Genealogists & Elizabeth Shown Mills

Resolve
Conflicts

SOURCES provide INFORMATION
from which we select EVIDENCE
for ANALYSIS. A sound

considered "PROOF."

Research Goals

CONCLUSION may then be

-Elizabeth Shown Mills

The Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS)

i
Define )Search@ }
Reliable Sources

We identify our objectives:
e statement to prove
e question to answer
e hypothesis to test

A Research Plan
identifies where we will
search. A Research Log
keeps us focused on what
we are trying to discover
and tracks the progress of
our investigation

Sources:

We conduct a reasonably exhaustive
search in reliable sources for all
information that is or may be

pertinent to the identity, relationship,
event, or situation in question.

As part of data collection we use
Images.
Photocopy. digital image, etc.
Handwritten or typed copies:
Transcript - full, exact copy
Extract - partial, exact copy
Abstract - condensed version
with all important details

Source provenance is the tracking of
each representation of a source
back to the original

Cite )
Each Source

We collect and include in
our compilation a complete,
accurate citation to the
source or sources of each
item of information we use

The definitive guide is:

Evidence Explained: Citing
History Sources from Artifacts
to Cyberspace by Elizabeth
Shown Mills

Citing sources gives credibility
to our research, helps us have
confidence in the research of

others, and aids during analysis.

Board for Certification of Genealogists. The BCG Genealogical Standards Manual. Orem, Utah: Ancestry Publishing, 2000
Mills, Elizabeth Shown, Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace. Baltimore: Genealogical

Publishing Co., 2007.

Mills. Elizabeth Shown. Evidence Analysis: A Research Process Map, Washington, DC: Board for Certification of Genealogists, 2006

Mills, Elizabeth Shown. Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1997

Analyze

Sources, Information & Evidence

We analyze and correlate the collected
information to assess its quality as evidence.

Source - an artifact, document, book, person, etc
Original - first oral or recorded form
Derivative - from that already written or spoken

Derivatives that might be treated as Originals
Duplicate Original - made at same time as original
Image Copy - film, photo, digital copy of original
Record (Clerk's) Copy - usually entered in a register

Information - data that makes up a source
Primary - firsthand (participant, eyewitness)
Secondary - secondhand (non-participant)

Evidence - our interpretation of relevant information
Direct - answers the research question by itself
Indirect - relevant, but can't stand alone
Negative - inference drawn from absence of

information that should exist in a record but is missing

Resolve\&® }

Conflicts

We resolve any conflicts
caused by items of evidence
that contradict each other or
are contrary to a proposed
(hypothetical) solution to the
question

All conflicts must be resolved

Although not always the case,
usually:
© Original sources carry more
weight than derivatives

)
Conclude@

Written Proof

We arrive at a soundly
reasoned, coherently
written conclusion

In a proof argument you:

e Explain the problem

o |dentify the known resources

« Present the evidence with
source citations and analysis

e Discuss any conflicting
evidence

e Summarize the main points
and write your conclusion

e Primary information carries
more weight than secondary.

e Indirect evidence can carry
just as much or more weight
than direct.

There is no such thing as a final
conclusion New information
can support, question, or
disprove your current conclusion

Even primary information from
an original source can be wrong

© Copyright 2008, Mark Tucker
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http://www.jaunay.com/newsletter/images/GenealogyResearchMap.pdf%20via%20FamilySearch.org

Evidence defined- noun

the available body of facts or information indicating whether
a belief or proposition is true or valid.

Source: Oxford’s English Dictionary, evidence, , accessed 22 Oct 2022

“A research question’s tentative answer, which may be right or
wrong, complete or incomplete...”

Source: Thomas W. Jones, Mastering Genealogical Proof , Arlington: National Genealogical Society, 2013),
134

“information or assertions that are relevant to the problem”

Source: Elizabeth Shown Mills. Evidence Explained, Citing History Sources from Artifacts to
Cyberspace, Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2015, 822


https://tinyurl.com/yck7haee

1. GPS - Research thoroughly

Goal - document key life events & relationships
“Reasonably exhaustive “
What a reasonable researcher would search for
Not - all available documentation

Include:
A variety of online resources beyond Ancestry.com
[tems that are available through subscription - free trial
Visit or contact local or state repositories

Tip - Develop a timeline of key life events & relationships



2. GPS - Complete and accurate citations

Goal: provide a roadmap for the reader

Who? - author, creator

What? - title of the book, type of certificate, index title,
When? - the event, date of creation or publication, note if
not published

Where in? - volume, page, entry number, image 10 of 50
on a microfilm, etc.

Where? - Co. courthouse, Ancestry.com, your file, etc.

Tip: For sites like Ancestry.com, consider adding the original repository
information

eg.:Who, what, when, pg, Ancestry.com; The National Archives, UK.....



4. GPS - Resolve Contlicting Evidence

Goal: provide a reasonable explanation for the variations

Consider & compare the quality of the evidence - is one piece of
evidence more likely to be correct?

Example - name variations:

Vernice Minnis (1903) vs. Mildred Bernice Minnis on
delayed birth certificate in 1959

Consider whether a more limited answer is best based on the evidence
that aligns and is strongest? Eg:

Birthplace - Mercer Co, PA vs. Greenville, Mercer, PA
Birthdate - born abt. 1784-1786 vs. born 1784
Name - Samuel Minnis vs. Samuel B. Minnis




5. GPS - Summarize Conclusions

Goal: Describe your process for analyzing the evidence so you can
revisit it and/or inform others

Important with conflicting evidence or situations where clear
evidence is missing

- summarize in a simple sentence & citations to publishing full
proof summary or argument with citations

Note: Conclusions may include avenues for further investigation
and may change as new evidence is uncovered

Save the summary:
- in your genealogy software
- attach to the person on Ancestry or MyHeritage

- include in the family genealogy you write B



3. GPS - Analyze the evidence

To summarize:
“Sources give us information, from which we identify
evidence.

All undergo the evaluation process to produce proof.”

Elizabeth Shown Mills, “QuickLesson 17: the Evidence Analysis Process Model.”

11



Source = Information = Evidence

3. GPS - Analyze

Goal: Determine...

Can you count on the accuracy of the source?
Do you have corroborating evidence?

(ideally at least two independent sources that agree)

Consider these questions:

What is the “container” of the information - Source

Who provided the Information and how close to the time
of the event was the info provided?

If using more than one source, how are they related?
What Evidence does the information provide?

12



Source =2 Information = Evidence

————— the Source

Consider: how likely is it that the record process has introduced
errors into the source containing the information you are seeking?

Is it:

Primary -

- original- first “edition” of the item, or unaltered image

- derivative- e.g. transcription, index, or translation, of the
original

Secondary -

- authored- someone else took the info and put it into
another format such as book, webpage, etc.

i



Source =2 Information = Evidence

What are some examples of
authored sources that might
be used for genealogy?

14



Source = Information = Evidence

————— the Information

Consider who provided the information. Could the
informant process have introduced errors?

Primary (first-hand) - is someone who was there at the
time of the event?

Secondary - is it someone who heard it from someone
else? “Hearsay”

Undetermined - is the source of the information
unknown?

Was the document created close to time of event?

iy,



Source =2 Information = Evidence

————— the Evidence

Direct — source explicitly states the information sought

Indirect - supports the info sought, but doesn'’t clearly
show it

Negative — (see next slide)

Conflicting —various sources do not agree

Tips: 1.find sources that are independent of each other rather than one being
authored or derived from another

2.Be aware there could be more than one person with same name
16



Source = Information = Evidence

Evidence , cont'd

Negative Findings - relevant record doesn'’t exist

Example - unable to find the death record in one
county, but continued searching in surrounding
counties may eventually be successful

Negative evidence - desired information is not in the
relevant record

Example - parish registers with “legitimate” next to
each entry. Elizabeth Shown Mills’ ancestor’s entry
lacked that word.

Tips: 1. make a note negative findings, eg in research log
2. Create a citation for negative evidence - shows reasonably exhaustive research

17




Even 1°t hand information can be inaccurate —
get an independent >hd gource to corroborate
the evidence

Event
Birth injury
Occupation

Residence in
KS

Birth date

Immigration
date

Sources Independent??

Aunt who helped at birth, MD’s medical file

City directory, Census, marriage record

Obituary, town history

Birth certificate, death certificate, obituary

Ship passenger list, census

18
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What do you think is strongest in each
category to reach the best evidence to
prove your question or hypothesis?

Source: Original vs derivative vs authored
Informant: 1t hand vs hearsay

Evidence

20



The source, information contained and what

evidence it dir ectly / e\phCltly pr owdes

Form vrs. No. 5—50M-9-19-18. AP, _ : 5 éi w Orlglnal
Eg 6 MONWEALTH & source

. PLACE OF, EAT 1.
00un(y of. LA AL

wnshlp L} (TSNS / ASENG0y / /ANE—

Difectievidenice h Cias it i)

from primary (1t rous. nawe B 2222l ol .
hand) informant T T I

X |4. OO!?OR RACE 5. SINGLE MAHRIED WIDOWED 16. DATE OF DEATH

£
R DIVORCED i |
vt eis L 1022 _, e i 1922 |

|
1 | HEREBY CERTIFY That | attended deceased

BN T 2 kil S T A /%?_ ,z__-.. Direct
how m y """"" "’I’ d:’;i‘ ::.:tlh:::(:t: :oaumd :nv:h:nda{e .ulabuvc. at. / _ ...... eVidence

The CAUSE OF DEATH* was as follows:

5. OCCUPATICN
(a) Trade, profession, or,

Direct evidence o

(b) General nature of mdusry- v =
business, or ecstablishment n - e

from secondary b Cleed o enpire).. 2

9 BIRTHPLAGE.

(heaI'SElY) T 10, NAME OF ——,é‘M e /-' e | w" r ; -_, ""——“‘-:-“ .........
informant

FATHER ey P PRSI

LU ALkl AT T (.o MRS Al (primary)

SIF-THPLACE

|
|
= : il 5 7 -
gl == ey LAt S 0 22 vasre) informant
| ] 12. MAIDEN NAME 77/ i / i e avsixe DEATH; orin deaths from VieLeXT Cavs |¥ 5o %
E OF MOTHER 2 2r A ¥ t! \n;/ms oF X rrn\ (2) whether ACCIDENTAL, ST'ICIDAL, or HOMICIDAL.
4 T At S, ] i L B LB Bkt i Bhiora o st Tt litecn A i PR,
$ . 77T 18, LENGTH R"SIDENGE (For Hospita's, Institztions, Transients
Informant w/ B 7 TS QTN
Ao 7 p ! At place in the
| of death oo T8 v 08 e S Y80S ..

st nd e ‘
some 1° & 2 | Wi s dse o

hand knowledge e i1 e . Gt e L

)

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny Co. Death certificate, 1922, Hutchinson, 3

Enoch, File #5003



Marriage Record

Detail Source

Name:

Gender:

Marriage Date:
Marriage Place:
Spouse:

FHL Film Number:

Reference ID:

Ralph Huchinson

Male

23 Dec 1770

Bolton-Le-Moors, Lancashire, England
Betty Cranshaw

1966474

V4p167 no798

Indexes of two original
documents

Original Image of Transcript of
Parish Register
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Lancashire, England, Church of England Marriages and Banns,

1754-1936

View record

Name Haver Hitchinson
Gender Male
EventType Marriage
Event Date 23 Dec 1770
Parish  Bolton-le-Moors, Lancashire, England
Spouse Betty Crankshaw
‘/‘ z : Register Type  Bishop's Transcript

| o i '

v &
Y B

- e, . b ‘s {4

Church of England Parish Registers Bolton St Peter, Bolton le Moors, Lancashire, England, Marriages & Banns. Dec 1770, entry 798,
"Hutchinson-Cranshaw" FHL Film# 1966742; and Church of England Marriages and Banns, 1754-1936, Bishops Transcript, Bolton-
le-Moors, Lancashire, England, Dec. 1770, Ralph Hutchinson-Betty Crankshaw




Resolving conflicting evidence - Was Job Hutchinson’s wife
Elizabeth Aspinall or Elizabeth Prescott?

Census shows six claimed children of Job (don’t know how they relate to the wife on a census)
So used General Register Office index to check for mother’s maiden surname for each child.
Birth order, Name, Mother’s Maiden, Informant

1%t Rachel, Aspinall, b.1875, father’s name not given, Elizabeth was informant
2nd Enoch, 1878, Prescott, Job
3" Dinah, Prescott, Elizabeth
4™ John, Aspinall, Elizabeth
5th William, Aspinall, Elizabeth
6th Job, Prescott, Job
Found marriage cert for Joseph Hutchinson to Eliz. Prescott, 1877, they made their marks
Couldn’t find birth of Elizabeth Prescott
Found birth record for Elizabeth Aspinall
Found Elizabeth Aspinall in UK census with parents

Current Conclusion: Based on Rachel’s & Elizabeth’s birth records and the children’s birth records,
Elizabeth’s maiden name was most likely Aspinall. One source did not provide sufficient evidence.

Evidence: Found birth record for Eliz Aspinall of right age and birth place; she had an illegitimate 15 child
under name Aspinall; Possible 1%t marriage to Prescott indicated by marriage record for Joseph
Hutchinson m. Eliz Prescott 1877. Maiden name provided by Job was always Prescott. Maiden name
Erovided by Eliz to registrars was Aspinall 2 of 3 times. Both Job & Elizabeth were illiterate, which may
ave lead to the incorrect name of Joseph on the marriage register and Prescott on the birth registration.

Further research: could include using DNA to tie descendants of Job and Elizabeth to other Aspinall
descendants. Search non-conformist parish records for Aspinall-Prescott marriage, etc.

23



1.

Q1 - Analyzed Findagrave.com record

Fl]]d q GRavE MEMORIALS CEMETERIES FAMOUS CONTRIBUTE

[s this an original,
derivative or
authored item?

Who was the
informant? Did
they provide 1% or
hearsay info?

What direct
evidence does it
provide

What independent
corroborating
evidence is needed?

Photo added by Pauline Harnett

Add Photos | €& Request Photo

b

Elizabeth Newhold Minnis

BIRTH 28 Jan 1820 Calculated

Greenwood Towns. ip, Crawford County, Pennsylvania, USA

DEATH 8 Sep 1910 (aged 90)
Mercer County, Pennsylvania, USA

BURIAL Stevenson Cemetery
Greenville, Mercer County, Pennsylvania, USA

MEMORIAL ID 100009877 - View Source
SHARE =@ SAVETO SUGGESTEDITS ~

MEMORIAL PHOTOS @ FLOWERS €

Gravesite Details
Wife of Asher Minnis

24



Q2: Analyze a source, ie
a Bible page

......

1. Isthis an original, derivative or
authored document?

> Isthe information 1st hand, 2nd
hand, from unknown source?

5. Were the entries contemporary to
the event?

4. What direct evidence does the = :
document provide? N el 2 : e

5. Is this page sufficient evidence for
the birthdate of Elizabeth Ann
Hutchinson born 5 May 1879?
Why?

Source: Page from the Bible of the William Hutchlnson, b 1854, Blble Image prov1ded by ]erl
Jenkins Jones, 22 Feb 2009, previously of Shermans Dale, PA.



780 T
Q3 alyze o
1841 UI< CenSuS & ‘

Evaluate the data bracketed in
orange

1. Isthis an original, derivative or
authored document?

2. Who is the informant? Are they
providing 1% or 2" hand info?

3. What direct evidence does this
give you about David and Ann
Hutchinson?

4. What indirect evidence does this
provide about David and Ann
Hutchinson?

Kew, England, Class: HO107; Piece: 159; Book: 8; Enumeration District: 1; Page: 13; Line: 19; GSU roll: 241277

o

T .



Q4 — Analyzed England Birth Certificate

1. IS thiS an Ol‘lglnal, L CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH ‘ GIVEX AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICH

derivative or authored ot s COLITROSS

document? | REGTRATION PSR —
d BIRTH in o Subdistriot of WD =~ = " G B e, Comntyof Lapositers T
2. Whois the . s i e vt | R S
informant? Are they 3 T SRR e e
providing 1%t or 2™
hand info?

3. What direct evidence
does this give you
about Rebecca?

4. What negative
evidence does it
provide about
Rebecca?



Q5 — Analyze an obituary|

1. Isthis an original, derivative or authored

document?
2. Who is the informant? Are they providing 1% or he sl “;;:ﬁ of B, 151
5 M 1 Bring wita
2" hand info? S Estafisy John Tt

lot; ora, wite
%r. t‘.‘oiul Tennlé

3. What direct & indirect evidence does this give
you about Margaret Roberts?

2 Obltuary for Margmet

4. Does this document provide sufficient Baker Roberts. The
information to prove who Margaret’s parents Record-Argus, Greenville,
were? Why? PA. 1 Jul 1933, page 5.

column 1. the Death Roll.
Greenville Public Library
Digital Archives.




Q 6 — Analyzea
marriage bond

1. Isthisan original, derivative or
authored document?

2. Who is the informant? Are they
providing 1t or 2"! hand info?

’ T

//m,ﬁ‘// ath obtained

3. What direct evidence does this e e i
about Asher Williams and Mary S /’,’%N’Z“"' of the one hqmm« e
Beck? F o e

1. Does this document provide
sufficient information to prove the
marriage of Asher & Mary?




Q 7 T Analyze a IOWA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH—«DIVISIOI,Q OF VITAL STATISTICS
Birth Certificate

(Expllnmtlc'm) any birth d not nllnln;lt‘ltlhu(!‘ll‘:RTlf“‘bllﬁhATE rovided ;’-m'w d{e toz n.:flect !7{ those
1. Isthis an original, derivative
or authored document?

IT

chogged whh the duty o! filing said record. This affidavit is provided to take care of such cases and m y be cxecuted by the
attending physician, midwife, parent, nearest relative or other mmm h.vlng full knowledge of the facts uf thl- birth. NOT AC-
CEPTABLE IF SIGNED BY TIIE PARTY POR WHO!: IT IS M

AFFIDAVIT
I, __JQQ_.M&;QI_ < ey Deing duly sworn, depose and suy that 1 nn_ﬁ'L—.ynn
16 5 boor:ead

of age; that I have known the person named herein for__ ears:that I resideas — — ~ "2

o}
in the COUNTY OF honona ——» STATE OF. __I_L__ e i that the answers

given to the following questions ure true nnd correct as | verily believe.

Harold Jjoseph Hunter

L3

FULL NAME OF CHILD

Salix ‘'z

PLACE OF BIRTH: STATE OF IOWA, COUNTY OF. — — IS S ASEEESE vy 0]

TOWNSHIP OF - — — BTR e
Twin, l;lpll‘(. Numl-;r Inhnuh-r Legitimate |
or other birt
|Pusec. 315t 1527

Month Da; Year
(To be nanswered only in | 4th yes .5 e
event of plural births) |

Name of physicinns, midwife,
or other person attending Dr. on_—-\ey

st _thin birth_ e
FATHER MOTHER
Full

Name Joe Hunter mlld
T P e e R o Name Naortie Jucy L,dwards

Stat Coynt Birthplace
°” "Yee Co.la. State or Country Pottawcttamie.Co.Ia.
Color A i Color N g 7

white s ™30 white thebith 26 Years

2. Who is the informant? Are
they providing 1% or 2" hand
info?

Occupnation at ti Occupation at ti

st “form hand of this birth  housewife
stdlabis  Laxm Band 8o beead TN SIOREEWA TR

That the basis of my knowledge for answers given nbove is as follows

1 was$ present at time of birth

3. What direct evidence does
this give you about Harold
Hunter?

P father
“Name Relationship

STATE OF._. Iowa r_’?_m________—_coum. 88.

On this_ _21 S'G _AMb 1944 , before me cnmu__ao_e__ﬂ_ulm

and makes onth that the lnlomutlon given in this instrument subscril is true and correct as he verily ieves.

Notary Public in and for. lionona

My commhmam ly 4 -Lh '9_4_5 State of. Iowa

S Do not write below thesé lines

LARGELY DEPENDS FOR ITS VALUE UPON THE UNQUESTIONED KNOWLEDGE OF THE FACTS GIVEN.
ST IMPORTANCE TO THE PERSON WHOSE BIRTH IS BEING RECORDED THAT THE PERSON SIGNING THE

4. What are the weaknesses of
this document?

EREFORE OF THE UTMO!

AN AFZIDAVIT OF BIRTH
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Signature .

C*_ luj.. County Registrar @/‘
Smn(z)\f{nru -~ S C Qa‘/cof (/ A‘f ,f\‘b’ u(s ~R‘1§T%

£ Vitn) Statiaties zned
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